






"The medical community is a broad church of widely dissenting views ... it is this very
practice of questioning the status quo that has been so invaluable in the progress of both
the science and the politics of medicine," the petition read.

Dr Bartone said the document's "vague” and ambiguous motherhood statements would
make it “extremely difficult and distressing for doctors" who would be unsure how to fulfil
their obligations and avoid punitive action.

The draft code's public consultation period has been extended until August 17.

A spokesperson for the Medical Board of Australia said the board was actively seeking
feedback from the profession and the community about the draft changes.

"The board will consider all comments provided in the months ahead and will publish all
submissions, except when confidentiality has been requested," the spokesperson's
statement read.

https://www.smh.com.au/national/gag-order-doctors-coerced-and-muzzled-by-code-of-
conduct-changes-says-ama-20180814-p4zxfg.html




